
 

The Japanese Urn Orchid 

Unpacking 

You will receive your Japanese Urn Orchid bulbs packaged in a small plastic cup with damp 
sphagnum moss. Upon receiving your package, open it immediately and inspect it for damage. Bulbs 
should be damp but not wet. There should be no rot or decay, no fungus or mold. You can leave them 
in this bag in your refrigerator for a short period of time. 

Storage 

The Japanese Urn Orchid may be stored for a short period. Keep the bulbs slightly moist, but keep 
them from completely drying out but. Place bulbs in a container or freezer bag with a bit of very 
slightly damp sphagnum, vermiculite, or perlite. It is a good idea to check them occasionally for fungal 
attacks.Storage temperature of 36-42 °F is ideal. DO NOT FREEZE. Once the shoots start to grow, 
your orchid should be planted. After first planting, winter care should be taken to prevent hard freezes. 
If you live in a temperate climate, you can keep them outside. In colder areas, consider a garage. 

Planting 

Here at Kusamono Gardens, we grow almost all out terrestrial orchids in 100% Kanuma. However, 
the Japanese Urn Orchid is a very hardy terrestrial orchid and can do well under a variety of soils and 
conditions. A simple soil mix for ordinary perennials will often suffice. These plants are so hardy they 
are often sold as water plants in U.S. garden centers, but this is not their ideal condition. I single bulb 
can be planted in a 4 inch or larger pot. They are also hardy enough to grow in the ground in many 
regions. 

Growing 

Japanese Urn Orchids are a hardy short-lived perennial plant and very easy to grow. They even have 
some drought tolerance. Place them in full sun to light shade and water them regularly. When the days 
truly get hot and the plants are growing strong, keep them well watered. In the hottest and driest of 
climates, you should protect them from the afternoon sun. In mid-summer with a good soil mix like the 
one mentioned earlier, it is almost impossible to over water. Because this recommended soil mix does 
not have any organic material, you should fertilize your orchid. They enjoy heavy feeding and almost 
any fertilizer will work well. At Kusamono Gardens we use cottonseed meal and fish emulsion.  


